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EIAEBEME Keynote Speaker biography  Dr Jon Turner

Dr Jon Turner is Director of the Institute for Academic Development at the University of
Edinburgh. Following his PhD in petroleum geology he completed an industry funded post doc
before helping to set up and then lead the inter-disciplinary Master of Research (MRes) in the
Natural Environment at Edinburgh.

He established the Postgraduate Transferable Skills Unit in 1997 to develop and run
courses covering a wide range of generic research and transferable skills for postgraduate
research students across the University and in individual Graduate Schools. As co-coordinator of
the Vitae Hub (http://www.vitae.ac.uk/) for Scotland & Northern Ireland, Jon works with
colleagues from many different institutions to develop new courses and promote skills training,
personal, professional and career development to researchers, supervisors and universities.
Internationally he is a member of the external evaluation board of the Norwegian Research
School in Climate Dynamics and led the Coimbra group summer school for future European
research leaders. (August 2010)

Institute of Academic Development, University of Edinburgh: http://www.iad.ed.ac.uk/
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